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(57) ABSTRACT

A hardware plane providing improved cooling air flow is
disclosed herein. The hardware plane includes one or more
minor planes extending from a major plane so that a gap or
opening is formed for air flow. A cooling unit moves air
through the gap and across the surface of hardware cards
connected to the hardware plane in order to cool the hardware
plane and the hardware cards. The hardware plane allows for
both improved cooling air flow and for space-efficient and
cost-efficient positioning of hardware cards, data buses, and
control buses.
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HARDWARE PLANE PROVIDING IMPROVED
COOLING AIR FLOW

BACKGROUND

This disclosure generally relates to providing improved
cooling air flow.

Some computer systems, such as blade-based servers, rout-
ers, and switches, include a number of hardware cards con-
nected to a hardware plane backbone. The hardware plane is
a backplane or midplane typically implemented as a printed
circuit board (PCB) with various connectors and components
for interconnecting hardware cards to allow for data transfer.
A hardware plane may be part of an electronics chassis
located in a server rack or a computer case. The hardware
cards provide various functionality to the computer systems,
such as additional processing, graphics processing, network
connectivity, or resource management. During operation of
the computer system, the hardware plane and the hardware
cards may generate a significant amount of heat. This heat
may significantly increase the rate of processor errors and/or
equipment failures. A common solution for reducing the gen-
erated heat is to use fans to move cooling air around the
hardware plane and the hardware cards.

Unfortunately, many existing hardware plane designs pre-
vent efficient air flow around the interconnected hardware
plane and hardware cards. For example, existing backplanes
have connectors mounted on one major surface of the back-
plane, with each hardware card connecting to the backplane
by an edge orthogonally to one surface of the backplane.
Similarly, existing midplanes have connectors mounted on
two continuous surfaces with hardware cards connecting
orthogonally to either of the two major surfaces of the mid-
plane. Typically, fans may be positioned to direct air orthogo-
nally towards either of the two major surfaces of a hardware
plane (i.e. “front to back” or “back to front”). Alternatively,
fans may also be positioned to direct air across either of the
two major surfaces of the hardware plane (i.e. “side to side”).
If a fan is positioned “front to back™ or “back to front,” then
the air flow is physically impeded by the surface of the hard-
ware plane itself and thus provides less effective cooling.
Positioning a fan “side to side” would improve the air flow,
but extra lateral space inside the computer system would have
to be provided to accommodate the fan.

An additional consideration involved in designing a hard-
ware plane that improves air flow around the hardware plane
is determining where to position the data buses, control buses,
and connectors on the surface of the hardware plane. Often, at
least two types of hardware cards, such as line cards and
processor cards, are connected to a hardware plane. Line
cards generally connect the hardware plane to one or more
telecommunications networks, and processor cards generally
send commands to control the line cards and process data
received from the line cards. Multiple line cards are con-
nected to the same data bus so that any line card connected to
the bus can communicate with any other line card connected
to the bus. In addition, each processor card and each line card
is connected to the same control bus so that any processor card
can communicate with any other processor card, and so that
any processor card may send commands to, and receive data
from, any line card. Because data and control buses are typi-
cally implemented as electrically conducting wires, a hard-
ware engineer carefully plans the layout data and control
buses on a hardware plane so that the wires do not physically
touch each other. If there is a location on the surface of the
hardware plane where two wires would intersect, the hard-
ware engineer can add a physical layer to the hardware plane
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between the wires so that the wires do not intersect. A location
where two wires are prevented from intersecting by a physical
layer will be referred to as a wire overlap site. Unfortunately,
adding layers to a hardware plane creates a thicker, more
complicated, and more expensive hardware plane. Accord-
ingly, it is important to carefully position data buses, control
buses, and hardware card connectors on a hardware plane to
limit the number of wire overlap sites while allowing the
hardware plane to accommodate as many hardware cards as
possible.

SUMMARY

Thus, a hardware plane design is provided that improves
cooling air flow around the hardware plane while having
space-efficient and cost-efficient positioning of hardware
cards and buses. The present disclosure provides a hardware
plane with a gap or opening that provides for improved air
flow while limiting wire overlap sites without compromising
the ability to interconnect many hardware cards in a space-
efficient way.

According to one aspect, the present disclosure relates to a
hardware plane providing improved airflow. The hardware
plane includes a substantially rectangular major plane includ-
ing a control bus configured to communicate with a plurality
of hardware cards. The hardware plane also includes a first
substantially rectangular minor plane extending from a first
edge of the major plane, the first minor plane including a data
bus configured to communicate with the plurality of hardware
cards. The hardware plane also includes a first connector
positioned on a first surface of the plane, the first connector
configured to connect a first hardware card of the plurality of
hardware cards orthogonally to the first surface of the plane.

In some embodiments, the hardware plane also includes a
second substantially rectangular minor plane extending from
the first edge of the major plane wherein a gap separates the
first minor plane and the second minor plane. In some
embodiments, the major plane, the first minor plane, and the
second minor plane are substantially coplanar. In some
embodiments, the hardware plane includes a second connec-
tor positioned on the first surface of the plane, the second
connector configured to connect a second hardware card of a
plurality of hardware cards orthogonally to the first surface of
the plane. In some embodiments, a system includes the hard-
ware plane and a cooling device configured to produce air
flowing substantially orthogonally to the first surface of the
plane through the gap and across the plurality of hardware
cards. In some embodiments, the first hardware card and the
second hardware card each include a first surface having
hardware components. When the first hardware card and the
second hardware card are each connected to the plane, the
first surface of the first hardware card faces a direction oppo-
site to the first surface of the second hardware card. In some
embodiments, the first connector is positioned on the first
minor plane, the first connector configured to connect the first
hardware card orthogonally to the first minor plane, and the
second connector is positioned on the major plane, the second
connector configured to connect the second hardware card
orthogonally to the major plane.

In some embodiments, the first hardware card is a line card
connected to the data bus and the control bus, the line card
configured to provide access to a telecommunications net-
work. In some embodiments, the second hardware card is a
processor card connected to the control bus, the processor
card comprising a processor configured to process data
received from the plurality of hardware cards and control the
behavior of the plurality of hardware cards. In some embodi-



US 9,078,375 B1

3

ments, the second hardware card is a resource management
card connected to the control bus, the resource management
card configured to manage access to a shared resource by the
plurality of hardware cards.

According to one aspect, the present disclosure relates to a
hardware plane, providing improved airflow. The hardware
plane includes a substantially rectangular major plane com-
prising one or more openings configured to allow air to pass
through substantially orthogonally to a first surface of the
major plane. The hardware plane also includes a control bus
positioned along the first surface of the major plane, the
control bus configured to communicate with a plurality of
hardware cards. The hardware plane also includes a data bus
positioned along the first surface of the major plane, the data
bus configured to communicate with a plurality of hardware
cards. The hardware plane also includes a connector posi-
tioned on the first surface of the major plane, the connector
configured to connect a first hardware card of the plurality of
hardware cards orthogonally to the first surface of the major
plane.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Further features of the present disclosure, its nature and
various advantages, will be apparent upon consideration of
the following detailed description, taken in conjunction with
the accompanying drawings, in which like reference charac-
ters refer to like parts throughout, and in which:

FIG. 1A is an isometric view of an illustrative hardware
plane in accordance with some implementations of the
present disclosure;

FIG. 1B is a side view of the hardware plane of FIG. 1A in
accordance with some implementations of the present disclo-
sure;

FIG. 2A is an isometric view of the operation of a cooling
device in conjunction with an illustrative hardware plane in
accordance with some implementations of the present disclo-
sure;

FIG. 2B is a side view of the operation of the cooling device
of FIG. 2A in conjunction with the hardware plane of FIG. 2A
in accordance with some implementations of the present dis-
closure;

FIG. 3A shows an illustrative hardware plane configured as
abackplane in accordance with some implementations of the
present disclosure;

FIG. 3B shows an illustrative hardware plane configured as
a midplane in accordance with some implementations of the
present disclosure;

FIG. 3C shows another illustrative hardware plane config-
ured as a midplane in accordance with some implementations
of the present disclosure; and

FIGS. 4A-4F show several illustrative hardware planes
having exemplary geometries in accordance with some
implementations of the present disclosure.

DESCRIPTION OF CERTAIN ILLUSTRATIVE
IMPLEMENTATIONS

To provide an overall understanding of the present disclo-
sure, certain illustrative implementations will now be
described, including a hardware plane providing improved
cooling air flow. However, it will be understood by one of
ordinary skill in the art that the systems and methods
described herein may be adapted and modified as is appro-
priate for the application being addressed and that the systems
and methods described herein may be employed in other
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suitable applications, and that such other additions and modi-
fications will not depart from the scope thereof.

System Description

FIG. 1A is an isometric view of an illustrative hardware
plane in accordance with some implementations of the
present disclosure. FIG. 1B is a side view of the hardware
plane of FIG. 1A in accordance with some implementations
of the present disclosure. A system 100 includes a hardware
plane 102 and various hardware cards connected to the hard-
ware plane 102, such as line cards 120a and 1205; processor
cards 130a and 1304; and a resource management card 140.
The hardware plane 102 includes minor planes 110a and 1105
and a major plane 112 (also called a base), which is a bottom
portion of the hardware plane. As seen in FIG. 1B, the minor
planes 110a and 1105 extend substantially orthogonally from
an edge ofthe major plane 112 so that the major plane 112 and
the minor planes 110a and 1105 are substantially coplanar.
For example, in one implementation, the major plane 112 and
the minor planes 110a¢ and 1105 form a single “U” shaped
plane, as shown in FI1G. 1B, where the minor planes 110a and
1104 are coplanar with the major plane 112, and the minor
planes 110a and 1105 form the “legs” of the “U.” The hard-
ware plane 102 may be any type of printed circuit board
(PCB) or other suitable device used to interconnect various
hardware cards to form the system 100. The major plane 112
and the minor planes 110a and 1105 may be segments of a
single PCB or separate PCBs or other suitable devices for
interconnecting various hardware cards. The system 100 may
be any type of computer system, such as a server (i.e. blade
server), router, or a network switch. The hardware plane 102
may form the backbone of the system 100.

Although FIGS. 1A and 1B show that the hardware plane
102 has two minor planes (i.e. minor planes 110a and 1105)
extending orthogonally from an edge of the major plane 112,
the hardware plane 102 shown in FIGS. 1A and 1B is pro-
vided only as an example. In other implementations for
example, the minor planes 110a and 11056 may be closer or
farther apart than as depicted in FIGS. 1A and 1B. In some
implementations, the minor planes 110a and 1105 are not
substantially parallel to each other. The major plane 112 may
be substantially rectangular or any other shape. Similarly, the
minor planes 110a and 1105 may also be substantially rect-
angular or any other shape. In some implementations, the
hardware plane 102 may not include any minor planes, as
shown in FIGS. 4A-4F. In some implementations, instead of
the hardware plane 102 being substantially coplanar with the
minor planes 1104 and 1105, the surfaces of the minor planes
110a and 1105 may be at an angle relative to the surface of the
hardware plane 102. As discussed further below, many other
geometric configurations are possible.

As seen in FIG. 1B, the hardware plane 102 includes a gap
between the minor planes 110a and 11054. The line cards 120a
and 1205 span the gap between the minor planes 110a and
1104. Spanning the gap between the minor planes 110a and
1105 means to extend across the empty space formed between
the minor plane 110a and the minor plane 1105. As shown in
FIG. 1B, the major plane 112 also spans the gap between the
minor planes 110a and 11054. In some implementations, the
major plane 112 may span a portion of the gap between the
minor planes 110a and 1105. As discussed further below, the
gap may provide improved airflow resulting in more efficient
cooling for the system 100.

As mentioned above, various hardware cards, such as line
cards 120a and 1204; processor cards 130a and 1305; and a
resource management card 140, may connect to the hardware
plane 102. The hardware cards connect substantially orthogo-
nally to a surface of the hardware plane 102. For example,
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FIGS. 1A and 1B show the hardware cards connected to a
surface of the hardware plane 102. The hardware cards may
be PCBs or any suitable electronic circuit device for adding
functionality to a computer system of which the hardware
plane 102 and the hardware cards are parts.

The line cards 1204 and 1205 are electronic circuit devices
that connect the system 100 to one or more telecommunica-
tions networks. For example, the line cards 120a and 1205
may be modular Ethernet or telephone cards.

The processor cards 130a and 1305 are electronic circuit
devices containing one or more processors and/or co-proces-
sors that provide primary and/or supplementary processing
functions for the system 100. For example, the processor
cards 130a¢ and 1305 may provide supplemental graphical
processing or digital signal processing functions to the sys-
tem 100. The processor cards 130a and 1305 may include
power supplies.

The resource management card 140 is an electronic circuit
device that monitors and manages access to shared resources
by various parts of the system 100, such as the hardware plane
102 or any hardware cards connected to the hardware plane
102. Examples of shared resources include electrical power,
visual displays, cooling, etc. For example, as shown in FIG.
1B, the resource management card 140 may be a device that
manages the electrical power consumption of the hardware
cards connected to the hardware plane 102. In other imple-
mentations, the resource management card 140 may be a
device that renders data received from the hardware cards to
a visual display for presenting a user with information about
the status of the system 100. The resource management card
140 may also be a device that controls the operation of a
cooling fan or other unit that affects other environmental
conditions of the system 100.

The hardware plane 102 also includes various connectors,
such as data connectors 150a, 1505, 150¢, and 150d (collec-
tively “data connectors 150”); control connectors 160a, 1605,
160c¢, 1604, and 160e (collectively “control connectors 160”);
and resource management connectors 170a, 1705, 170c,
170d, and 170e (collectively “resource management connec-
tors 170”). Each of these connectors allows for data and/or
power transfer between a hardware card and the hardware
plane 102. For example, a connector may include a group of
pins for carrying data signals and a plastic housing for con-
taining the pins and physically holding a portion of a hard-
ware card in place. A hardware card connects orthogonally to
a surface of the hardware plane 102 via one or more connec-
tors. For example, data connector 150a connects a portion of
the line card 120q to the hardware plane 102. The line card
120a is connected orthogonally to the surface of the hardware
plane 102 where the data connector 150q is positioned. In
some implementations, the connectors are surface-mounted
on the hardware plane 102.

The data connectors 150 connect to one or more data buses
(i.e. data buses 180a and 1805) along the surface of the
hardware plane 102, i.e. along the minor plane 110a and/or
the minor plane 1105. The data buses 180a and 1805 may
utilize any known signaling medium, such as a copper or fiber
optic medium. For example, the data buses 180a and 1805
may include one or more electrically conducting pathways
etched or printed onto the surface of the hardware plane 102.
The data buses 180a and 1805 allow data transfer between
hardware cards connected to one or more of the data connec-
tors 150. In FIG. 1B, the data connectors 150a and 1505
connect to the data bus 1805 along the minor plane 1105.
Similarly, the data connectors 150¢ and 1504 connect to the
data bus 1804 along the minor plane 110a. As shown in FIG.
1B, the line card 120a is connected to data connectors 150a
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and 150c¢, and the line card 1205 is connected to data connec-
tors 1505 and 1504d. Thus, the data buses 1804 and 1805 allow
for data transfer between the line card 1204 and the line card
1204 along the minor planes 110a and 1105. The data buses
180a and 1805 may use any suitable communications proto-
col, such as backplane Ethernet (i.e. IEEE 802.3ap), for data
transfer.

The control connectors 160 connect to one or more control
buses (i.e. control bus 190) across the surface of the hardware
plane 102. The control bus 190 may utilize any known sig-
naling medium, such as a copper or fiber optic medium. For
example, the control buses may include one or more electri-
cally conducting pathways etched or printed onto the surface
of the hardware plane 102. The control buses are configured
to allow processors on the processor cards 130a and 1305 to
communicate with the other hardware cards connected to the
hardware plane 102. In FIG. 1B, the processor card 130« is
connected to the control connector 160a; the processor card
13054 is connected to the control connector 1605, the resource
management card 140 is connected to the control connector
160c; the line card 120a is connected to the control connector
160d; and the line card 12054 is connected to the control
connector 160e. The processor cards 130a and 1305 may send
commands to, and receive data from, the line cards 120a and
1204 and the resource management card 140 via the control
bus 190. The control bus 190 may use any suitable commu-
nications and control protocol, such as the Peripheral Com-
ponent Interconnect Express bus standard (“PCle”).

Typically, control connectors for processor cards, such as
the control connectors 160a and 1605, may be physically
larger than the data connectors 150. Thus, the processor cards
130a and 1305 may connect to the wider major plane 112
rather than the thinner minor planes 110qa or 1105 in order to
accommodate the larger control connectors 160a and 1605.

By positioning the data buses 180a and 1805 and the con-
trol bus 190 around the gap as shown in FIG. 1B, the hardware
plane 102 achieves a simple bus layout that minimizes the
number of wire overlap sites on the surface of the hardware
plane 102. At the same time, the design of the hardware plane
102 efficiently spaces out the hardware cards connected to the
hardware plane 102.

The resource management card 140 connects to the
resource management connectors 170. The resource manage-
ment card 140 sends commands via the resource management
connectors 170 to manage the access to a shared resource,
such as electrical power, by various parts of the system 100,
such as the hardware plane 102 or any hardware cards con-
nected to the hardware plane 102. For example, in FIG. 1B,
the resource management card 140 manages the electrical
power consumption of the line cards 120a and 1205 and the
processor cards 130a and 13056. The resource management
card 140 sends commands via the resource management con-
nectors 170 to adjust the electrical power consumption of the
120a and 1205 and the processor cards 130a and 1305, which
are connected to the resource management connectors 170.
As mentioned above, in other implementations, the resource
management card 140 may manage access to other shared
resources such as an external status display or environmental
controls.

Although FIGS. 1A and 1B show two line cards (i.e. line
cards 120a and 1204), two processor cards (i.e. processor
cards 130a and 13054), and one resource management card
(i.e. resource management card 140) connected to the hard-
ware plane 102, the configuration shown in FIGS. 1A and 1B
is provided only as an example. Various combinations and any
suitable number of line cards, processor cards, resource man-
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agement cards, and/or other types of hardware cards may be
used with the hardware plane 102.

FIG. 2A is an isometric view of the operation of a cooling
device in conjunction with an illustrative hardware plane in
accordance with some implementations of the present disclo-
sure. FIG. 2B is a side view of the operation of the cooling
device of FIG. 2A in conjunction with the hardware plane of
FIG. 2A in accordance with some implementations of the
present disclosure. A system 200 may be similar in form and
function to the system 100 of FIGS. 1A and 1B. For example,
the system 200 may be part of a server, router, network
switch, or other suitable computer system.

The system 200 includes a hardware plane 202 and a cool-
ing unit 260. The hardware plane 202 may be similar in form
and function to the hardware plane 102 of FIGS. 1A and 1B.
The hardware plane 202 is connected to line cards 220a and
2205, a processor card 230, and a resource management card
240.

The line cards 220a and 2206 include hardware compo-
nents, such as components 222a and 2225, on one surface of
each of'the line cards 220a and 2205. For example, the com-
ponents 222q and 2225 may be surface-mounted or through-
hole-mounted. The processor card 230 and the resource man-
agement card 240 also include hardware components such as
a component 232. The components 222a, 2225, and 232 may
be any suitable hardware component such as processors, tran-
sistors, capacitors, light emitting diodes (LEDs), and other
devices. As shown in FIG. 2A, the line cards 220a and 2205
are connected to the minor planes of the hardware plane 202
so that the hardware components of the line cards 220a and
2205 are mounted on the top surfaces of each of the line cards
220q and 2205, i.e. facing up, in a direction against gravity. As
also shown in FIG. 2A, the processor card 230 and the
resource management card 240 are connected to the major
plane of the hardware plane 202 so that the hardware compo-
nents of the processor card 230 and the resource management
card 240 are mounted on the bottom surfaces of the processor
card 230 and the resource management card 240, i.e. facing
down, in the opposite direction of the hardware components
of the line cards 220q and 2205.

One reason for positioning the processor card 230 and the
resource management card 240 so that their surface-mounted
components are face down is to allow air from the cooling unit
to flow underneath the bottom edge of the hardware plane 202
and across the surface-mounted components of the processor
card 230 and the resource management card 240. There is
much more air flow underneath the bottom edge of the hard-
ware plane 202 than over the top edge of the major plane (i.e.
the base) of the hardware plane 202 because the major plane
tends to impede air flow. Another reason for positioning the
processor card 230 and the resource management card 240 as
shown is that this configuration increases the density, and thus
the packing efficiency, of hardware cards because the con-
figuration connects two rows of hardware cards to the major
plane of the hardware plane 202 while allowing the cooling
unit 260 to effectively cool both rows.

In some implementations, the hardware plane 202 may be
positioned in a server or hardware rack along with many other
hardware planes in a data center. A cooling unit may be used
to cool multiple hardware planes in nearby racks instead of
just cooling a single hardware plane. In some implementa-
tions, the hardware plane 202 may be part of a blade-based
electronics chassis.

The various components of the system 200 generate heat
during operation. The cooling unit 260 may remove the built-
up heat by moving air through the system 200. The cooling
unit 260 may be a fan or other type of air-flow-creating
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device. As seen in FIG. 2, the cooling unit 260 moves air
through the gap between the minor planes of the hardware
plane 202 and substantially orthogonally to the surface of the
hardware plane 202. Because the line cards 220a and 2205 are
connected to the hardware plane 202 so that their edges span
the gap, neither the hardware plane 202 nor the line cards
220q and 2205 block the air flow created by the cooling unit
260. The air flows across the surface-mounted components of
the line cards 220a and 2205 to cool the line cards 220a and
220b. In addition, the air flows underneath the bottom edge of
the hardware plane 202 and across the surface mounted com-
ponents of the processor card 230 and the resource manage-
ment card 240 to cool the processor card 230 and the resource
management card 240. The cooling unit 260 may move air,
for example, by any suitable mechanism, such as by blowing
or pulling air via fan blades.

The configuration of the hardware plane 202 shown in
FIGS. 2A and 2B is provided only as an example. For
example, the cooling unit 260 may be positioned on the other
side of the hardware plane 202 so that the air flow travels in a
direction roughly opposite to the direction depicted in FIG.
2B. Also, the cooling unit 260 may move air towards the
cooling unit 260 instead of moving air away from the cooling
unit 260 as depicted in FIG. 2B. The hardware plane 202 may
be installed upside-down in relation to the orientation shown
in FIG. 2B, i.e. with the major plane at the top and the minor
planes on the bottom and with the air flow moving back to
front or front to back. The hardware plane 202 may also be
installed in an orientation that is rotated 90 degrees about the
bottom edge of the hardware plane 202 from the position
depicted in FIG. 2B, i.e. with the surface of the hardware
plane 202 parallel to the ground and the cooling unit mounted
either above or below the hardware plane 202 so that the air
flow moves up or down through the gap. Other configurations
are also possible without departing from the principles of the
present disclosure.

FIG. 3A shows an illustrative hardware plane configured as
abackplane in accordance with some implementations of the
present disclosure. A system 300q includes a hardware plane
302a configured as a backplane connected to hardware cards
312a, 314a, and 316a. The hardware cards 312a, 314a, and
316a may be line cards, processor cards, resource manage-
ment cards, or any other suitable type of hardware peripheral.
The hardware plane 302a has two major surfaces, a surface
3054 and a surface 306a. In a backplane configuration, the
hardware plane 3024 interconnects hardware cards connected
to only one major surface, e.g. the surface 305a.

FIG. 3B shows an illustrative hardware plane configured as
a midplane in accordance with some implementations of the
present disclosure. A system 3005 includes a hardware plane
3025 configured as a midplane connected to hardware cards
3125,3145,316b,318b, 32056, and 322b. The hardware plane
3025 has two major surfaces, a surface 3056 and a surface
3065. In a midplane configuration, hardware cards may be
connected to both major surfaces of the hardware plane 3025.
For example, the hardware cards 31856, 3205 and 3224 are
connected to the surface 3065 while hardware cards 3125,
3145, and 3165 are connected to the surface 3055. As men-
tioned previously, the hardware cards may be line cards,
processor cards, resource management cards, or any other
suitable type of hardware peripheral. The hardware cards may
include surface-mounted or through-hole-mounted hardware
components. The hardware plane 302 may include connec-
tors on both of its surfaces to allow for hardware cards to
connect to both surfaces. A midplane design may allow for
physical separation of different types of hardware cards. For
example, in some implementations, the hardware cards con-
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nected to one major surface (e.g. hardware cards 3125, 3145,
and 3165) may be processor cards and/or resource manage-
ment cards, and the hardware cards connected to the second
major surface (e.g. hardware cards 3185, 32056, and 3225)
may be networking line cards.

In some implementations, the hardware cards 3226 and
3165 (i.e. the bottom row of hardware cards) may have their
surface-mounted components facing down, i.e. away from the
minor planes of the hardware plane 3025. The hardware cards
3125, 3145, 318b, and 3205 may have their surface-mounted
components facing the opposite direction from the surface-
mounted components of the hardware cards 32256 and 31664.

FIG. 3C shows another illustrative hardware plane config-
ured as a midplane in accordance with some implementations
of'the present disclosure. A system 300¢ includes a hardware
plane 302¢ configured as a midplane connected to hardware
cards 312¢, 314c¢, 316¢, 318¢, 320¢, and 322¢. As shown in
FIG. 3C, the hardware cards 318¢, 320c¢, and 322¢ may be
connected to the hardware plane 302¢ so that they are rotated
ninety degrees from the orientation of the hardware cards
3185, 3205, and 3225 of FIG. 3B. The hardware plane 302¢
may contain several rectangular air gaps as depicted.

FIGS. 4A-4F show several illustrative hardware planes
containing exemplary geometries in accordance with some
implementations of the present disclosure. Although the dis-
closure so far has described mostly hardware planes with two
minor planes and a substantially rectangular major plane,
many other geometric configurations are possible.

FIG. 4A shows a hardware plane 400a with two minor
planes and a major plane. The minor planes extend outwards
from an edge of the major plane at an oblique angle rather
than a right angle. In other implementations, the minor planes
may be connected at other angles, e.g. angling inwards.

A hardware plane may have fewer than two minor planes.
For example, in FIG. 4B, a hardware plane 4005 has only one
minor plane and a major plane. In some implementations, the
minor plane may extend from the middle of an edge of the
major plane. A hardware plane may also have more than two
minor planes. For example, in FIG. 4D, a hardware plane
4004 has three minor planes and a major plane.

A hardware plane may not have all of its minor planes
extending in the same direction. For example, in FIG. 4C, a
hardware plane 400c¢ has four minor planes and a central
major plane. Two minor planes may extend orthogonally
from an edge of the central major plane while the other two
minor planes extend orthogonally from an opposite edge of
the central major plane. As a result, the hardware plane 400¢
has two gaps or openings formed by its two pairs of minor
planes.

A hardware plane may have an internal gap or opening
instead of minor planes to allow for improved air flow. For
example, in FIG. 4E, a hardware plane 400¢ has an internal
opening bordered on the top by a top horizontal portion, on
the bottom by a bottom horizontal portion, and on the sides by
right and left vertical portions. The hardware plane 400e may
have a control bus running across each horizontal portion and
a data bus running across each vertical portion. A hardware
plane may also have multiple internal openings. For example,
in FIG. 4F, a hardware plane 400/'has four internal openings.
The openings may have different shapes and have different
sizes. The hardware plane 400/ may include data buses and
control buses positioned along a surface. The hardware plane
400/ may also include connectors positioned along the sur-
face to connect hardware cards orthogonally to the surface.

In some implementations, a hardware backplane may be
replaced by a system of cables and connectors in retention
brackets. The retention brackets may physically hold hard-
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ware cards in place, and the cables may form the data buses
and control buses necessary for the hardware cards to com-
municate. The space between the cables, brackets, and con-
nectors may allow for improved air flow to the hardware
cards.

The hardware planes shown in FIGS. 4A-4F are provided
only as examples. A hardware plane may have other geomet-
ric configurations without departing from the principles of the
present disclosure. For example, any hardware plane that
provides for at least one control bus, at least one data bus, and
a gap or opening that allows for more air flow is within the
scope of the present disclosure.

The various implementations of hardware planes discussed
above may provide several advantages. One possible advan-
tage is that a hardware plane as discussed above may use
space more efficiently in order to improve air flow. Areas in
the hardware plane that do not contain data buses, control
buses, or components may be removed to create air passages
for improved air flow. As seen in FIG. 1A, for example, the
area between the minor plane 110q and minor plane 1105 was
removed to create a gap for improved air flow. A second
possible advantage is that a hardware plane as discussed
above may be cheaper and more efficient to manufacture due
to the gaps or openings present in the design, resulting in more
efficient panel usage during PCB manufacturing. In addition,
the hardware plane may maintain better dimensional control
between its connector blocks than if the hardware plane were
split into two assemblies. A third possible advantage is that a
hardware plane as discussed above may be modular and flex-
ible. For example, one or more hardware planes, such as the
example hardware planes shown in FIGS. 1A, 1B, and 4A-4F,
may be used to construct various systems to meet different
technical and structural requirements, such as a minimum
number of data buses, a maximum height, or a maximum
length.

While various implementations have been shown and
described herein, it will be obvious to those skilled in the art
that such implementations are provided by way of example
only. Numerous variations, changes, and substitutions will
now occur to those skilled in the art without departing from
the present disclosure. It should be understood that various
alternatives to the implementations described herein may be
employed. It is intended that the following claims define the
scope of the present disclosure and that methods and struc-
tures within the scope of these claims and their equivalents be
covered thereby.

What is claimed is:

1. A hardware plane providing improved airtlow, the hard-
ware plane comprising:

a substantially rectangular major plane comprising a con-
trol bus to communicate with a plurality of hardware
cards;

a first substantially rectangular minor plane extending
from a first edge of the major plane, the first minor plane
comprising a data bus to communicate with the plurality
of hardware cards;

a first connector positioned on a first surface of the hard-
ware plane, the first connector to connect a first hard-
ware card of the plurality of hardware cards orthogo-
nally to the first surface of the hardware plane; and

a second substantially rectangular minor plane extending
from the first edge of the major plane wherein a gap
separates the first minor plane and the second minor
plane.

2. The hardware plane of claim 1, wherein the major plane,

the first minor plane, and the second minor plane are substan-
tially coplanar.
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3. The hardware plane of claim 1, comprising:

a second connector positioned on the first surface of the
hardware plane, the second connector to connect a sec-
ond hardware card of a plurality of hardware cards
orthogonally to the first surface of the hardware plane.

4. A system comprising the hardware plane of claim 3, the
system further comprising a cooling device to produce air
flowing substantially orthogonally to the first surface of the
plane through the gap and across the plurality of hardware
cards.

5. The hardware plane of claim 3, wherein:

the first hardware card and the second hardware card each
comprise a first surface comprising hardware compo-
nents, and

when the first hardware card and the second hardware card
are each connected to the hardware plane, the first sur-
face of the first hardware card and the first surface of the
second hardware card face opposite directions.

6. The hardware plane of claim 5, wherein:

the first connector is positioned on the first minor plane, the
first connector to connect the first hardware card
orthogonally to the first minor plane, and

the second connector is positioned on the major plane, the
second connector to connect the second hardware card
orthogonally to the major plane.

7. The hardware plane of claim 6, wherein the first hard-
ware card comprises a line card connected to the data bus and
the control bus, the line card to provide access to a telecom-
munications network.

8. The hardware plane of claim 6, wherein the second
hardware card comprises a processor card connected to the
control bus, the processor card comprising a processor to
process data received from the plurality of hardware cards
and control the behavior of the plurality of hardware cards.

9. The hardware plane of claim 3, wherein the second
hardware card comprises a resource management card con-
nected to the control bus, the resource management card to
manage access to a shared resource by the plurality of hard-
ware cards.
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10. The hardware plane of claim 9, wherein the resource

management card manages the power consumption of the
hardware plane and the plurality of hardware cards.

11. The hardware plane of claim 1, comprising:

a second connector positioned on a second surface of the
hardware plane opposite to the first surface of the hard-
ware plane, the second connector to connect a second
hardware card of the plurality of hardware cards
orthogonally to the second surface of the hardware
plane.

12. The hardware plane of claim 11, comprising:

a third connector positioned on the first surface of the
hardware plane, the third connector to connect a third
hardware card of the plurality of hardware cards
orthogonally to a first surface of the hardware plane.

13. The hardware plane of claim 12, wherein:

the first hardware card and the third hardware card each
comprise a first surface comprising hardware compo-
nents, and

when the first hardware card and the third hardware card
are each connected to the hardware plane, the first sur-
face of the first hardware card and the first surface of the
third hardware card face opposite directions.

14. A hardware plane, providing improved airflow, the

hardware plane comprising:

a substantially rectangular major plane comprising one or
more openings to allow air to pass through substantially
orthogonally to a first surface of the major plane,
wherein the one or more openings are completely sur-
rounded by the major plane;

a control bus positioned along the first surface of the major
plane, the control bus to communicate with a plurality of
hardware cards;

a data bus positioned along the first surface of the major
plane, the data bus to communicate with a plurality of
hardware cards; and

a connector positioned on the first surface of the major
plane, the connector to connect a first hardware card of
the plurality of hardware cards orthogonally to the first
surface of the major plane.
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